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VAERA  /  וארא
Torah Reading Begins: Exodus 8:16 (P. 362)
Maftir: Exodus 9:33-35 (P. 367)
Haftarah: Ezekiel 29:13-21 (P. 372)
“Enduring a Plague:” Sermon by Rabbi Nicole Guzik

SHABBAT SERVICE
in Ziegler Sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.
Also available to watch on YouTube

The Bat Mitzvah of Lauren V. Stan

Sinai Temple, 10400 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90024  
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SINAI TEMPLE CLERGY
Rabbi Nicole Guzik and Rabbi Erez Sherman  
Senior Rabbis

Senior Clergy Administrator:  
Gary Fayman   
gfayman@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3234

Rabbi Avi Taff 
Rabbi

Rabbi Gavriella Kornsgold 
Rabbi

Administrative Clergy Assistant: 
Michele Wernick 
mwernick@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3200

Cantor Marcus Feldman 
Cantor

Cantor’s Office Assistant and  
B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator:  
Ashley Soltys 
cantorsoffice@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3235

Rabbi David Wolpe 
Max Webb Emeritus Rabbi 
dwolpe@sinaitemple.org

Special thanks to the staff and lay leaders 
who make Shabbat services exceptional: 

Executive Director – Jessica Green
Ritual Director – Jay Harwitt
Musical Director – Benjamin Fingerhut
Director of Media and Communication – Roy Regev 
Audio Visual Tech – Christopher Princivalli 
Sharona Rachmani
Mansour Eslamboli
Michael Silberstein
Ebby Tabariai
Michael Nazarian
David Matloob
Faith Gershbock 
Jacob Gershbock

ALSO JOIN US 
FOR:

MINCHA &  
KABBALAT SHABBAT 
in Kohn Chapel
Every Friday at 5:45 
Also available to watch on  
YouTube

DAILY MINYAN 
in Kohn Chapel
Monday–Friday at 7:30 a.m.  
and 5:45 p.m. (in person) 

Saturday 9:00 p.m. (online only)

Sunday (and National Holidays, 
when held in-person) 8:30 a.m. 

..

TORAH AT THE TABLE
in Blumenthal Library from 9:15 - 10:30 a.m.

TORAH IN THE ROUND
in Kohn Chapel at 9:30 a.m.
Also available to watch on YouTube

The Bar Mitzvah of Michael B. Gabayan

Consider Donating to the Sinai Temple 
Emergency Fund - Scan to Donate!  
To donate, select “Southern CA Fires”  
from the dropdown menu.

Find us on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@SinaiTemplePresents

STARS SHABBAT
January 25th  
10 - 11:30 a.m. 
Gold Hall

TOT SHABBAT
January 25th at 10:15 a.m. 
Weinberg Gym 
Shabbat-friendly art project,  
music with the Tot Shabbat 
Band, delicious food, and snacks!

SHABBAT KIDDUSH IS 
SPONSORED BY
Shereen and Robin Stan  
in honor of Lauren’s  
Bat Mitzvah

SPONSOR AN  
ONEG SHABBAT
Honor a simcha or yahrzeit by sponsoring 
an oneg! Your sponsorship will be featured 
in the Shabbat bulletin and announced 
from the bimah on Shabbat. 

To sponsor, contact Judy Begin at  
jbegin@sinaitemple.org  or 310-481-3222.

WANT TO PLAN AN EVENT 
AT SINAI TEMPLE?
Host your next event at Sinai Temple, where 
exquisite catering meets a stunning setting to 
create unforgettable experiences. 

Let our expert caterers transform your special 
occasion into a celebration filled with flavor, 
elegance, and impeccable service. 

For more information, please contact Judy Begin 
at jbegin@sinaitemple.org  or 310-481-3222.

ָ ָ



Shabbat Guest Performers - TODAY!
Saturday, January 25
Cantor Gideon Zelermyer and Bat Ella will be  
participating in Shabbat morning services. They will 
also perform alongside Cantors Marcus Feldman, Azi 
Schwartz, Orly Campbell, and Bat Ella on 1/26 at the 
Wallis.

A Concert to Help Heal a Nation
Sunday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wallis An-
nenberg Center for Performing Arts
This extraordinary event, produced and sponsored by 
Mt. Sinai Memorial Parks, will feature world-renowned 
cantors Azi Schwartz, Gideon Zelermyer, and our own  
Cantor Marcus Feldman and Cantor Orly Campbell all 
under the music direction of Benjamin Fingerhut! Get 
tickets at www.tickets.thewallis.org/20419/20420.

Parsha Class with Sinai Temple Clergy
Every Tuesday on Zoom 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
Next week, Jan. 28 with Cantor Marcus Feldman
During this one-hour session, our Rabbis and Cantor 
will dive deeply into the Parsha, offering a contempo-
rary lesson that one can apply in their everyday life.

Two Sisters Book Discussion with Journalist 
Rosie Whitehouse
Tuesday, January 28 at 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Online
Join Rabbi Kornsgold for a virtual event with journal-
ist Rosie Whitehouse as she shares the gripping true 
story of Jewish resistance in Nazi-occupied France. In 
honor of International Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
Rosie will explore topics of Holocaust denial, historical 
distortion, and the lasting legacies of the Holocaust. 
Together, they will offer a powerful conversation 
about bravery, betrayal, and fighting antisemitism.

The 2025 Abner and Roslyn Goldstine  
Scholar in Residence Lecture Series
February 7 – 9
Join us as we welcome Justice Rosalie Silberman 
Abella as this year’s Abner & Roslyn Goldstine Scholar 
in Residence. Justice Abella is the first refugee appoint-
ed to the bench and the first Jewish woman appointed 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. She holds 42  
 
 

honorary degrees and, upon retirement, became the 
Samuel and Judith Pisar Visiting Professor of Law at 
Harvard Law School. Visit our website or scan the QR 
code.

MENTAL HEALTH CENTER
Support Groups
Where Magic Happens!
Did you know? Participation in a support group for a 
specific life challenge not only provides comfort, but 
it can also restore hope, build resilience, and create a 
lasting sense of community. The Sinai Temple Mental 
Health Center offers these unique group experiences 
exclusively for our members: Bereavement, Caregivers 
for a loved one with Dementia, Israel and Antisemi-
tism, Emotional Wellness and Jewish Spirituality, and 
the Chai Society Mental Health Book Discussion. We 
hope you will join us! 
 
All groups are ongoing and require a private, 
individual consultation prior to joining with the 
Center’s Director, Carolyn Hoffman, LCSW.

As Seen Through These Eyes
Tuesday, January 28 from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
$5/Members, $10/Non-Members
In honor of International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day and the 80th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz, The Sinai Temple Mental Health Center 
invites you to a private screening of this extraordinary, 
award-winning film about the use of art by Holocaust 
survivors to document, escape and heal. After the 
film, join us to view the Los Angeles Opening of the 
art exhibit “Art Survives: Expressions of the Holocaust” 
featuring the artists in the film.

Book Discussion and Lunch - “The Spoon 
Stealer” by Lesley Crewe
Thursday, February 27 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. in Lower Traub
$10/Sinai Temple members and $15/non-members. 
We will read the book “The Spoon Stealer,” which can 
be purchased on Amazon. Please read the book prior 
to attendance. We will have microphones to ensure 
we can hear each other! 
 
 
 

For more information or to schedule an individual, 
confidential consultation for any mental health-related 
matter, please contact Carolyn Hoffman, LCSW,  
directly at choffman@sinaitemple.org or  
(310) 481-3209. 
 
The Sinai Temple Mental Health Center is generously 
underwritten by the Fredric D. Rosen and Nadine Schiff- 
Rosen Family Foundation.

SISTERHOOD
Walk With Rabbi Guzik
Sunday, January 26 at 10 a.m. (meet at 9:45 a.m.) 
Inside the Beverly Glen Entrance to Sinai Temple
This walk will be a wonderful opportunity to enjoy 
some fresh air, light exercise, and friendly conversa-
tion with Rabbi Nicole Guzik. This event is  
exclusively for Sisterhood members.  
RSVP to: marilynStern1@yahoo.com.

An Exclusive Evening with  
Chef Nicole Dayani
Postponed to Wednesday, February 12  
from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Join us for a night of culinary excellence with  
renowned Chef Nicole Dayani, entrepreneur and vi-
sionary behind Nicole’s Kitchen LA, featured on FOX5, 
Spectrum News 1, Beverly Hills Weekly, and more! 
RSVP now at www.member.sinaitemple.org/events;  
limited spots available.

Save the Date for Sisterhood’s annual  
Torah Fund Luncheon!
Tuesday, March 25 in Barad Hall
Honoring with the Ha’yay Olam Award:  
Shan Farahi and Cici Hallegua. Visit our website or 
scan the QR code. For more info visit:  
www.sinaitemple.org/sisterhoodtorahfund/

TEMPLE EVENTS
A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT  
MEHRZAD ROSHAN
Last Sunday, we celebrated as three Israeli 
hostages came home to their families - 
Emily Damari (28), Doron Steinbrecher 
(31), and Romi Gonen (24). 

Their return brings hope during these 
challenging times, and we continue to 
pray for the safe return of all those still in 
captivity. 

Close to home, we all feel the scale and 
gravity of the historic fires ravaging 
our city. Far too many people have lost 
everything. 

Now more than ever, we must come 
together to help those who are suffering. 

Each of us has the power to make a 
difference. 

Reach out to those who may need our 
support. Ask how you can help, whether 
providing physical essentials, emotional 
support, or simply being there to listen. 

Stay connected to remind those who are 
affected that they are not alone. 

Amidst these hardships and destruction, 
Sinai Temple is rising to the occasion, 
offering help, and extending resources to 
those impacted by the fires. 

We are grateful to our Clergy and staff for 
their tireless work. 

We have also established an emergency 
fund to assist members directly impacted 
by fires, help rebuild Pasadena Jewish 
Center and Temple and support the 
Kehillat Israel Community. 

Please use the QR code at the front of 
this bulletin to donate to the Sinai Temple 
emergency fund.

Scan the QR code  
to RSVP and to learn 
about more events.

For more information contact Amanda Harrison  
at aharrison@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3246


