Devarim: From Lament to Intent

This Shabbat immediately precedes Tisha b'Av, the day
on which we commemorate the destruction of the Holy
Temple in Jerusalem among a series of other tragedies
throughout Jewish history. We traditionally chant the
book of Lamentations (in Hebrew, Eichah) in a mournful
melody—the same melody with which we chant a par-
ticular verse from this week’s parsha. Exasperated by the
Israelites’ stubborn refusal to get their act together after
forty years of wandering in the desert, Moses laments:

“How (eichah) can | bear unaided the trouble of you, and
the burden, and the bickering!” (Deuteronomy 1:12)

It's the same lament that the prophet Isaiah expresses
centuries later to the people of Jerusalem and that
Jeremiah, the author of Eichah, expresses centuries after
that, the Temple then lying in ruins. Though it would be
rebuilt in time to come, it would eventually be destroyed
for the second and final time, as our Sages tell us, be-
cause of our own “baseless hatred.”

As | wrap up my time in Israel and prepare to observe Ti-
sha b’Av in Jerusalem where the Temple once (or twice)
stood, | cannot say | come away with any answers to the
crises that beset our people from the outside. Terrorism
is still a real threat in the region, not to mention antisem-
itism worldwide; the Palestinian conflict seems almost
insoluble. But the internal conflict amongst ourselves,
both in Israel and America, need not be. | witnessed first-
hand the promise of pluralism at Hannaton, a revived
kibbutz in the Galilee where Jews of all political and
religious persuasions live together in community. They
are not free of dispute—but they are full of devotion to
each other.

While we might pray that the Temple be rebuilt speedily
and soon, we would do better to take after Hannaton
and rebuild relationships of mutual respect and commit-
ment in our own communities—starting now.

Shabbat shalom.

- Rabbi Moe Howard
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Shabbat Daycare

Parenting Center Room 114
9:45-11:45 a.m.

*First come fisrt serve

Potty trained- 5 years old

MINCHA & KABBALAT SHABBAT
in Kohn Chapel

Every Friday at 5:45

Also available to watch on YouTube

DAILY MINYAN

in Kohn Chapel

Monday-Friday at 7:30 a.m. and
5:45 p.m. (in person)

Saturday 9:00 p.m. (online only)

Sunday (and National Holidays, when
held in-person) 8:30 a.m.
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Torah reading begins: Deuteronomy 2:31 (page 994)

Maftir: Deuteronomy 3:20-22 (page 998)

Haftarah: Isaiah 1:1-27 (page 1000)

“How Do We Listen To Each Other?:” Sermon by Rabbi Erez Sherman

SHABBAT SERVICE
in Ziegler Sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.

Also available to watch on YouTube

TORAH AT THE TABLE
in CC Library Classroom at 9:00 a.m.

Honor or remember someone special
with a meaningful gift to Sinai Temple.
Scan this QR code to make a contribu-
tion in their name and create a lasting
tribute.

Find us on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@SinaiTemplePresents



TEMPLE EVENTS Siddur Project

Tisha B'Av 5785 at Sinai Temple, Erev Tisha B'Av
Saturday, August 2, 8:45 p.m.

Kohn Chapel & streamed on YouTube Live

Join us for a moving service commemorating the destruc-
tion of the Temples, featuring Eicha (Lamentations) chanted
by community members, followed by Ma'ariv and tradition-
al kinnot (elegies).

Tisha B'Av Day

Sunday, August 3 — All services in Kohn Chapel
Services on Tisha B’Av Day will take place in Kohn Chapel
with Shacharit at 8:30 a.m., Mincha at 1:00 p.m., and Ma’ariv
at 5:45 p.m. Members may park on-site; non-members may
enter through the pedestrian entrance but must find street
parking.

Meet Your Mensch Karsh Terrace Rooftop Movie
Night

Tuesday, August 5, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

Join us at Sinai Temple for a relaxing rooftop evening as we
screen A Real Pain under the stars. Enjoy popcorn, snacks,
and plenty of space to stretch out—just bring a blanket,

some pillows, and wear whatever makes you comfortable.
This event is intended for people ages 35+.

Feit Family Live: Back at Sinai Shabbat BBQ
Friday, August 22, 5:00 p.m.

Join us for a festive Shabbat evening with a classic BBQ din-
ner, kids' entertainment, and a musical service led by Sinai
Temple Clergy. Members only.

Weekly Parsha Class
Every Thursday at 8:30 a.m. starting Aug. 7th

Join us as Sinai Temple’s rotating clergy lead an
in-depth exploration of the weekly Parsha. This
class is offered exclusively online.

Sinai Temple Women'’s Mission to Israel October
2025 Led by Rabbi Nicole Guzik

October 27 - November 2, 2025

For more information, email Gary Fayman at gfay-
man@sinaitemple.org. Deadline is 9/1.

Share your personal prayers, art, or music for a new

Sinai Temple Siddur created by and for our community.
Submit your original works to inspire others and enrich
our collective prayer experience. Submissions are sent to
siddurproject@sinaitemple.org. Scan the QR below for
more information.

SISTERHOOD

Concerts on Canon

Thursday, August 7 at 6:00- 8:00 p.m.

Join Sisterhood for an evening of music and fun at Concerts
on Caflon on Thursday, August 7, from 6:00-8:00 PM at Bev-
erly Caion Gardens! Enjoy a performance by Rod Lightning
and the Thunderbolts of Love, a classic rock tribute band, and
connect with friends.

ATID

Atid Retreat at Camp Alonim

Sunday, September 7

Join us for a day trip to Camp Alonim with young Jewish
adults! We will have a full day of activities and fun planned!
Please note: This trip is for young Jewish adults ages 21-39
years old.

SAVE THE DATE

Mark your calendars for Dor Chadash’s end-
of-summer party on Thursday, August 31, at
10:30 AM! Join us for a fun and festive cele-
bration to close out the summer season.

WANT TO PLAN AN EVENT AT
SINAITEMPLE?

Host your next event at Sinai Temple, where ex-
quisite catering meets a stunning setting to create
unforgettable experiences.

Let our expert caterers transform your special occa-
sion into a celebration filled with flavor, elegance,
and impeccable service.

For more information, please contact Judy Begin at
jbegin@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3222.

SPONSOR AN ONEG
SHABBAT

Honor a simcha or yahrzeit by sponsoring an
oneg! Your sponsorship will be featured in the
Shabbat bulletin and announced from the
bimah on Shabbat.

To sponsor, contact Judy Begin at jbegin@
sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3222.

Scan the QR code to RSVP and to
learn about more events.

For more information contact Amanda Harrison at
aharrison@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3246



