Vayeitzei: Thank God to be Jewish

Last Thursday night, released Israeli hostage Omer Shem Tov came
to speak to our community. The most remarkable part of his story
is what happened after his 505 days in captivity—and still happens
to this very day: Omer wakes up in the morning and recites the

Modeh Ani prayer, thanking God for the many blessings in his life.

The Hebrew word modeh appears (albeit in a slightly different form)
for the first time in this Torah portion. Jacob’s first wife, Leah, gives

birth to a fourth son and declares:

“This time | will thank (odeh) the LORD! Therefore she named him
Judah! (Genesis 29:35)

The name Judah, or Yehudah, is taken from the word odeh as an
expression of Leah'’s gratitude to God for the gift of her child.
Judah became the leader of one of the twelve tribes of Israel

and the namesake of the southern kingdom. When the northern
kingdom was conquered (around 720 BCE), its people were exiled
and lost to history. We Jews are descendants of Judah. Our name,
Yehudim, and that of our faith, Judaism, are rooted in the same

gratitude that Leah first verbalized. To be Jewish is to be grateful.

When we say modeh ani each morning, we're saying more than

“I give thanks!” We're affirming that our most basic belief, the belief
at the heart of who we are as a person and a people, is one of
gratefulness. We are grateful to God for the gift of a new day of life;
for life itself and the opportunity to learn, to laugh, to love; and

even for gratitude—as life cannot be fully great without it.

Shabbat Shalom.
Rabbi Moe Howard
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MINCHA & KABBALAT SHABBAT
in Kohn Chapel

Every Friday at 5:45 PM

Also available to watch on YouTube

DAILY MINYAN

in Kohn Chapel

Monday-Friday at 7:30 a.m.

Sunday morning at 8:30 am
Sunday-Friday evenings at 5:45 pm
Saturday evenings 9:00 p.m. (online only)
Please consult the website for holiday
locations and times.

SINAI TEMPLE

9 KISLEV 5786 | 29 NOVEMBER 2025

PARASHAT VAYEITZEI | Xx™
Torah reading begins: Genesis 28:10 (page 166)
Maftir: Genesis 30:9-13 (page 175)
Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10 (page 189)
Sermon by Rabbi Gavriella Kornsgold

SHABBAT SERVICE

in Ziegler Sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.
Also available to watch on YouTube

TORAH AT THE TABLE

in Blumenthal Library Classroom at 9:00 a.m.

Honor or remember someone special

with a meaningful gift to Sinai Temple.
Scan this QR code to make a contribution
in their name and create a lasting tribute.

Find us on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@SinaiTemplePresents



A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT
MEHRZAD ROSHAN

In 2026, Sinai Temple will celebrate its 120th
anniversary — a remarkable milestone in the life of
our community.

Reaching this moment invites us not only to celebrate
but also to reflect with gratitude, pride, and hope.

For more than a century, Sinai Temple has stood as a
center of Jewish life in Los Angeles. Generations have
walked through our doors seeking meaning, comfort,
knowledge, and connection.

They found clergy who guided them, teachers who
inspired them, friends who supported them, and a
community that welcomed them. The mission that
began in 1906 continues to shape who we are today:
to deepen Jewish learning, strengthen Jewish identity,
and advocate for Israel.

From Shabbat services that lift our spirits to schools
that nurture our children to programs that challenge
our minds, we are the beneficiaries of a sacred legacy.

If you are a member, we thank you for partnering with
us. If you're not a member, we encourage you to join
or support Sinai Temple with a tax-deductible contri-
bution. We hope we step forward together into our
next chapter.

Shabbat Shalom.

UPCOMING ISRAEL TRIPS

Hanukkah in Israel with Rabbi Kornsgold:

Join Rabbi Gavriella Kornsgold for a meaningful Hanukkah
volunteer mission in Israel from December 14-18, 2025.
Highlights include rebuilding communities affected by
October 7, preparing meals for IDF soldiers, visiting farms
and local markets, and meeting Israelis, survivors, and influ-
ential leaders. Contact Rabbi Kornsgold at
gkornsgold@sinaitemple.org

Info + registration: my.jnf.org/volunteer-in-israel-mission/
Donate/Tickets

Men'’s Volunteer Trip with Rabbi Taff:

Rabbi Taff will lead a hands-on volunteer trip to Israel from
January 10-18, 2026, featuring time with soldiers on the
front lines, visits to injured IDF soldiers, community service
programs, and learning from voices shaping post-war
Israel, including a Shabbat in Jerusalem.

For questions or to register, contact Rabbi Taff at
ataff@sinaitemple.org

Sinai Temple Sisterhood

Sinai Temple Sisterhood enriches members'’ lives through
programs, classes, and volunteer opportunities. We run the
Gift Shop and cater luncheons, with proceeds supporting
Sinai Temple, its schools, partial Jewish camp scholarships
for members’ families, and the wider community. Classes
include Mah Jongg, Arts & Crafts, Balance, Calligraphy, and
Needlepoint.

For more information, contact Marilyn Stern at
marilynstern1@yahoo.com or visit
sinaitemple.org/sisterhood. To receive our monthly news-

TEMPLE EVENTS

Foundations Class:
Introduction to the Siddur with Cantor Feldman
This Tuesday, December 2 | 7:00 PM | In-Person Only

Learn how the Siddur guides Jewish prayer and tradition
with Cantor Marcus Feldman.

Sinai Speaks: Rabbi Guzik in Conversation
with Rabbi Angela Buchdahl

This Thursday, December 4 | 7:00PM

Co-Senior Rabbi Nicole Guzik will speak with Rabbi Angela
Buchdahl on Heart of a Stranger: An Unlikely Rabbi’s Story
of Faith, Identity, and Belonging, recently featured on The
New York Times Best Seller list.

WANT TO PLAN AN EVENT?

Host your next event at Sinai Temple,
where exquisite catering meets a stunning
setting to create unforgettable experiences.
Let our expert caterers transform your spe-
cial occasion into a celebration filled with
flavor, elegance, and impeccable service.

For more information, please contact Judy
Begin at jbegin@sinaitemple.org or
310-481-3222.

Dreidelmania!

Next Sunday, December 14| 10:00 AM

Come break the world record for the most dreidels being
spun at the same time! The current record is 734. Help us
get to 735! Bring your family and friends! We'll have sufgani-
yot, popcorn, and latkes for sale.

ROCK Wednesday! & Hanukkah Songfest
Wednesday, December 17 | 6:00-7:30 PM

Celebrate Hanukkah with the joy of giving as we come
together to collect and wrap toys for Chai Lifeline. Enjoy a
festive sing-along led by Cantor Marcus Feldman, Benja-
min Fingerhut, and Dr. Michelle Green Willner. Come share
pizza, latkes, and sufganiyot.

SPONSOR AN

ONEG SHABBAT ES

Honor a simcha or yahrzeit by sponsoring
an oneg! Your sponsorship will be featured
in the Shabbat bulletin and announced

To sponsor, contact Judy Begin at
jbegin@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3222.

An Evening with Eli Sharabi
Wednesday, December 17 | 8:00 PM

Join us as Eli Sharabi shares his powerful story of survival, faith, and resil-
ience in conversation with Co-Senior Rabbis Nicole Guzik and Erez Sherman,
supporting Ma'agalim’s work with at-risk Israeli teens.

Register at afmirael.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Celebrating 120 Years of Music at Sinai Temple
Sunday, January 25,2026 | 7:00 PM

Join us for a special concert celebrating 120 years of

music at Sinai Temple, featuring Cantor Marcus Feldman and an
extraordinary lineup of past and present musical leaders. We will a
honor the rich musical tradition that has shaped our community
across generations.

Siddur Project E

Share your personal prayers, art, or music for a new Sinai
Temple Siddur created by and for our community.

Enrich our collective prayer experience. Submit your origi-
nal works to siddurproject@sinaitemple.org.

Scan the QR code to RSVP and to
learn about more events.

For more information contact Amanda Harrison at
aharrison@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3246



