Vayeishev: Don’t Say Nothing

We're all familiar with the maxim our mothers taught us as chil-
dren:“If you don't have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at
all’ It's generally a good rule of thumb. But it sometimes causes
more trouble than that which it seeks to avoid—as is painfully clear
in this parsha.

Joseph, Jacob’s son whom he loved “best of all," incurs the resent-
ment of his brothers on account of their father’s favoritism and his
own egotism.“They hated him” to the point that “they could not
speak a friendly word to him” (Genesis 37:4). Thus is the beginning
of a saga that lands Joseph in a pit (and later in prison), Jacob
inconsolable, and the brothers perpetuators of the same sibling
rivalry that had marred every generation before them.

While all is not lost, much heartache could have been spared if
the brothers had spoken up. Rabbi Jonathan Eybeschutz (18th C.
Poland) opines:

“If only they [and Joseph] had sat together, they would have
spoken to one another, rebuked one another, and made peace be-
tween themselves. The trouble is that in every dispute there is no
shared language and no listening ear. There is no giving of proof
and no offering of rebuke.”

By holding back their tongues and holding in their hate, the
brothers only allowed their ill will to fester. In so doing, they both
violated and validated the need for a vital commandment:“You
shall not hate your brother in your heart; rebuke your fellow and
incur no guilt on his account” (Leviticus 19:17).

The art of rebuke is a sermon in itself, but we could all do well to
heed Rabbi Eybeshutz’s sage advice and engage each other with
open ears and open hearts. It could have saved b 'nei Yisrael then.

It might yet save am Yisrael now.

Shabbat Shalom.
Rabbi Moe Howard
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Torah reading begins: Genesis 37:1 (page 226)
Maftir: Genesis 37:34-36 (page 232)
Haftarah: Amos 2:6-3:8 (page 247)
“Chanukah”- Sermon by Rabbi Nicole Guzik

Spin with us on Sunday,
December 14th at 10:00 a.m.
for Dreidelmania and help set
a new world record!

SHABBAT SERVICE

in Ziegler Sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.
Also available to watch on YouTube

FAMILY MINYAN
in Kohn Chapel at 9:00 a.m.
The Bat Mitzvah of Elizabeth D. Harouni

TORAH AT THE TABLE
in Blumenthal Library Classroom at 9:00 a.m.

Honor or remember someone special

with a meaningful gift to Sinai Temple.
Scan this QR code to make a contribution
in their name and create a lasting tribute.

MINCHA & KABBALAT SHABBAT
in Kohn Chapel

Every Friday at 5:45 PM

Also available to watch on YouTube

Find us on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@SinaiTemplePresents

DAILY MINYAN

in Kohn Chapel

Monday-Friday at 7:30 a.m.

Sunday morning at 8:30 am
Sunday-Friday evenings at 5:45 pm
Saturday evenings 9:00 p.m. (online only)
Please consult the website for holiday
locations and times.



A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT
MEHRZAD ROSHAN

As we enter this Shabbat and prepare to
celebrate Hanukkah, we are reminded of the
beauty and power of light to bring hope,
strength, and connection into our lives.

This year, our community has a special
opportunity to bring that light to children and
families in need.

On December 17 at 6 PM, we will gather to
celebrate Hanukkah through the joy of giving, in
partnership with Chai Lifeline, an organization
that supports families facing serious illness and
loss.

We are collecting new toys for children of all
ages, and your donations will help brighten the
holiday season for those who need them most.

All toys will be delivered to Chai Lifeline for
distribution.

As we celebrate Hanukkah together, may we
continue to strengthen our bonds, uplift one
another, and bring light wherever it is needed
most.

Wishing you and your loved ones a peaceful
Shabbat and a Hanukkah filled with joy, meaning,
and enduring light.

WE WANT YOU!
Apply for the Board of Directors
Sinai Temple is seeking qualified candidates to serve

on our Board of Directors for the fiscal year starting
July 1, 2026.

To qualify, candidates must have been a member

of the Temple in good standing for at least two (2)
years and should be serving on at least two (2) of the
standing committees of the Board of Directors.

If you meet the above conditions and would like to
apply, please contact Jessica Green at 310-481-3219

or jgreen@sinaitemple.org.

The deadline to apply is January 15, 2026.

Sinai Temple Sisterhood

Sinai Temple Sisterhood enriches members’ lives through
programs, classes, and volunteer opportunities. We run the
Gift Shop and cater luncheons, with proceeds supporting
Sinai Temple, its schools, partial Jewish camp scholarships
for members’ families, and the wider community. Classes
include Mah Jongg, Arts & Crafts, Balance, Calligraphy, and
Needlepoint.

For more information, contact Marilyn Stern at
marilynstern1@yahoo.com or visit
sinaitemple.org/sisterhood. To receive our monthly news-
letter, email Natalia Rojas at nrojas@sinaitemple.org.

TEMPLE EVENTS

Dreidelmanial TOMORROW!
Sunday, December 14| 10:00 AM

Come break the world record for the most dreidels being
spun at the same time! The current record is 734. Help us

get to 735! Bring your family and friends! We'll have sufgani-

yot, popcorn, and latkes for sale.

Foundations Class:

Introduction to the Siddur with Cantor Feldman

This Tuesday, December 16 | 7:00 PM | In-Person Only
Learn how the Siddur guides Jewish prayer and tradition

with Cantor Marcus Feldman.

ROCK Wednesday! & Hanukkah Songfest

This Wednesday, December 17 | 6:00-7:30 PM

Celebrate Hanukkah with the joy of giving as we come
together to collect and wrap toys for Chai Lifeline. Enjoy a
festive sing-along led by Cantor Marcus Feldman, Benja-
min Fingerhut, and Dr. Michelle Green Willner. Come share
pizza, latkes, and sufganiyot.

An Evening with Eli Sharabi
This Wednesday, December 17 | 8:00 PM

Join us as Eli Sharabi shares his powerful story of survival, faith, and resil-

ience in conversation with Co-Senior Rabbis Nicole Guzik and Erez Sherman.

Tickets must be purchased in advance. General admission SOLD OUT!
VIP tickets still available. Contact Rebeka Small at rsmall@sinaitemple.org.
Register at afmirael.org.

Westwood Hanukkiah Lighting
This Thursday, December 18 | 4:30 PM

Join our Sinai Temple community for the Annual Hanukkiah
Lighting in Westwood Village, featuring songs and a beau-
tiful menorah lighting led by Co-Senior Rabbis Nicole Guzik
and Erez Sherman.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Celebrating 120 Years of Music at Sinai Temple

Sunday, January 25, 2026 | 7:00 PM

Join us for a SPECIAL CONCERT celebrating 120 years of
music at Sinai Temple, featuring Cantor Marcus Feldman and
an extraordinary lineup of past and present musical leaders.

You can secure your spot by visiting www.sinaitemple.org.

Siddur Project

Share your personal prayers, art, or music for a new Sinai
Temple Siddur created by and for our community.

Enrich our collective prayer experience. Submit your origi-
nal works to siddurproject@sinaitemple.org.

WANT TO PLAN AN EVENT?

Host your next event at Sinai Temple,
where exquisite catering meets a stunning
setting to create unforgettable experiences.
Let our expert caterers transform your spe-
cial occasion into a celebration filled with
flavor, elegance, and impeccable service.
For more information, please contact Judy
Begin at jbegin@sinaitemple.org or
310-481-3222.

SPONSOR AN

ONEG SHABBAT 33

Honor a simcha or yahrzeit by sponsoring
an oneg! Your sponsorship will be featured
in the Shabbat bulletin and announced

To sponsor, contact Judy Begin at
jbegin@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3222.

Scan the QR code to RSVP and to
learn about more events.

For more information contact Amanda Harrison at
aharrison@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3246



