Miketz: Credit or Forget It?

Shver tsu zayn a Yid"It's hard to be a Jew," as the old Yiddish saying
goes. As much as our lot has improved in the past century—the
state of Israel but one of the many blessings we ought to count—
we need only turn on the news to see that some things haven't
changed.

Can we blame those who choose to avoid the pain of living an
outwardly Jewish life? Joseph himself would be guilty. No sooner
does he rise to a respectable position in Pharaoh'’s court than he
adopts an Egyptian name and names his firstborn son Manasseh,
meaning, “God has made me completely forget my hardship and
my parental home” (Genesis 41:51). Joseph’s hardship is personal
and prophetic: it will be his well-intentioned actions that eventual-
ly lead to our people’s centuries-long enslavement in Egypt.

Our history since has been marked by persecution, not least of
which we recall on the holiday of Hanukkah. The story is one of
revolt against Greek oppression that sought to quash Jewish
distinctiveness. But it's equally one of civil war, between Jews who
sought to assimilate into Greek culture and those who stood firmly
opposed. In many ways, it's the same struggle we face today: Do
we stand our ground and fight the accusations leveled against us?
Or do we, like Manasseh, forget it?

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch offers a third path. The name
Manasseh, he says, can mean “to forget,” but can also mean “to be
a creditor”” In so naming his son, Joseph credits his family and his
suffering for the good fortune with which he has been blessed. He
does not minimize the pain; he maximizes its purpose.

When we bless our sons to be “like Manasseh,” we don’t mean that
they should forget or regret their Jewish identity—but that they
should be the ones to redeem our past into a future that their own

children will be blessed to inherit.

Shabbat Shalom.
Rabbi Moe Howard
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Celebrating 120 Years of Music at
Sinai Temple

Sunday, January 25, 2026

MINCHA & KABBALAT SHABBAT
in Kohn Chapel

Every Friday at 5:45 PM

Also available to watch on YouTube

DAILY MINYAN

in Kohn Chapel

Monday-Friday at 7:30 a.m.

Sunday morning at 8:30 am
Sunday-Friday evenings at 5:45 pm
Saturday evenings 9:00 p.m. (online only)
Please consult the website for holiday
locations and times.

SINAI TEMPLE
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Torah reading begins: Genesis 41:1 (page 250)

Aliyah #7 for Shabbat Rosh Chodesh: Numbers 28:9-15 (page 930)

Maftir for Chanukah: Numbers 7:42-47 (page 808)
Haftarah for Chanukah: Zechariah 2:14-4:7 (page 1270)

“We Are Our Own Candles” - Sermon by Rabbi Erez Sherman

SHABBAT SERVICE

in Ziegler Sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.
Also available to watch on YouTube

TORAH AT THE TABLE

in Blumenthal Library Classroom at 9:00 a.m.

Honor or remember someone special

with a meaningful gift to Sinai Temple.
Scan this QR code to make a contribution
in their name and create a lasting tribute.

Find us on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@SinaiTemplePresents



A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT
MEHRZAD ROSHAN

Our hearts are heavy this week as we remember
the recent attack on Jews in Australia during a
Hanukkah celebration and candle lighting.

This painful event is part of a disturbing rise in
antisemitic incidents we are witnessing in our
community and around the world, on college
campuses, public places, and online.

Just a few days ago, we gathered at Sinai Temple
to hear from Eli Sharabi at a sold out event with
more than 1500 people filling our Sanctuary and
standing together in solidarity.

That night reminded us of the power of presence,
unity, and bearing witness, even in the face of
pain and tragedy.

Hanukkah reminds us that light grows when it is
shared. As Jews, we respond with purpose and
action. We speak out clearly and consistently
whenever antisemitism appears.

May the light of Hanukkah bring courage to our
hearts and hope for a more peaceful world.

Mehrzad Roshan

WE WANT YOU!
Apply for the Board of Directors
Sinai Temple is seeking qualified candidates to serve

on our Board of Directors for the fiscal year starting
July 1, 2026.

To qualify, candidates must have been a member

of the Temple in good standing for at least two (2)
years and should be serving on at least two (2) of the
standing committees of the Board of Directors.

If you meet the above conditions and would like to
apply, please contact Jessica Green at 310-481-3219

or jgreen@sinaitemple.org.

The deadline to apply is January 15, 2026.

Sinai Temple Sisterhood

Sinai Temple Sisterhood enriches members’ lives through
programs, classes, and volunteer opportunities. We run the
Gift Shop and cater luncheons, with proceeds supporting
Sinai Temple, its schools, partial Jewish camp scholarships
for members’ families, and the wider community. Classes
include Mah Jongg, Arts & Crafts, Balance, Calligraphy, and
Needlepoint.

For more information, contact Marilyn Stern at
marilynstern1@yahoo.com or visit
sinaitemple.org/sisterhood. To receive our monthly news-
letter, email Natalia Rojas at nrojas@sinaitemple.org.

TEMPLE EVENTS

Wine & Wisdom
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 | 7:30-8:30 PM

Come join Rabbi Avi Taff’s learning circle and explore

the depths of Torah over a glass of wine. An evening of
thoughtful conversation, connection, and inspiration. This is
designed for ages 35-65.

Meet Your Mensch: Singles Mixer

Thursday, January 8, 2026 | 6:30 PM

Join us for a fun singles mixer with drinks, light bites, and
live DJ Shawn Berookhim. This event is designed for ages
35-65. Tickets: $40

SHABBAT KIDDUSH IS
SPONSORED BY

Diane and Jim Savitz in memory of
Ruthann and Stanley Savitz.

Rabbi David Wolpe in Conversation with ADL CEO, Jonathan Greenblatt
Saturday, January 10, 2026 | 12:00 PM | Immediately following services

Join Rabbi Wolpe in conversation with Jonathan Green-
blatt, CEO of the Anti-Defamation League, as they discuss
the golden age of American Jewry—how we got here and
whether it's coming to an end.

Flesh Family Unity Shabbat Dinner & Service
Friday, January 16, 2026 | 6:30 PM

Join us for the Flesh Family Unity Shabbat Dinner & Service, a heartwarming
and festive evening as we embrace the spirit of unity, joy, and community,
continuing the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King and Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel.

Men'’s Club Mixer
Thursday, January 22,2026 | 4:30 PM

Join fellow Men’s Club members for an evening of camara-
derie, conversation with Rabbi Erez Sherman, and a relaxed
viewing of Thursday Night Football. Don’t miss this chance
to connect and unwind in a social setting!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Celebrating 120 Years of Music at Sinai Temple

Sunday, January 25,2026 | 7:00 PM

Join us for a SPECIAL CONCERT celebrating 120 years of
music at Sinai Temple, featuring Cantor Marcus Feldman and
an extraordinary lineup of past and present musical leaders.

You can secure your spot by visiting www.sinaitemple.org.

Siddur Project

Share your personal prayers, art, or music for a new Sinai
Temple Siddur created by and for our community.

Enrich our collective prayer experience. Submit your origi-
nal works to siddurproject@sinaitemple.org.

WANT TO PLAN AN EVENT?

Host your next event at Sinai Temple,
where exquisite catering meets a stunning
setting to create unforgettable experiences.
Let our expert caterers transform your spe-
cial occasion into a celebration filled with
flavor, elegance, and impeccable service.
For more information, please contact Judy
Begin at jbegin@sinaitemple.org or
310-481-3222.

SPONSOR AN

ONEG SHABBAT 33

Honor a simcha or yahrzeit by sponsoring
an oneg! Your sponsorship will be featured
in the Shabbat bulletin and announced

To sponsor, contact Judy Begin at
jbegin@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3222.

Scan the QR code to RSVP and to
learn about more events.

For more information contact Amanda Harrison at
aharrison@sinaitemple.org or 310-481-3246



